Julius Gerson and Eduard Fuchs, collecting donations from leftist bourgeois pacifists in the "New Fatherland Alliance” (BNV) for the financing of the anti-war pamphlets of the Spartakus group at the end of the First World War
 
By Ottokar Luban
 
In the week between January 28th and February 3rd 1918 the biggest mass action for peace in Germany during the First World War took place with over half a million workers on strike, especially in the ammunition factories of Berlin. [1] This remarkable event was mainly organized by union activists of the opposition parties, the later "Revolutionary Ombudsmen" while being prepared and accompanied by a massive illegal propaganda pamphlet agitation. For one, the USPD had released a pamphlet signed by all of its Reichstag deputies, calling the workers indirectly to action "in many places and in large numbers". [2] On the other hand, the Spartakus radical leftist groups of the USPD , the circle around Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, had released "25 000 – 100 000" copies of altogether eight pamphlets during the preparation and conduct of the ammunition workers strike. [3] Given the high paper- and printing costs, substantial funds for the illegal publications had to be raised, as the political police in Berlin noted in February 1918. They suspected "money from bourgeois pacifists", perhaps even from the enemy abroad. [4] Concrete legally useful evidence about the donors could not be obtained by the law enforcement authorities in their investigation for attempted high treason against the participants of the illegal revolutionary pamphlet agitation. Only through publications in the inter-war period, a few details have been revealed to the public. [5]
» [...] 30 000 Mark were collected in Berlin within a few days for the secret distribution of illegal pamphlets, to serve in the fight against the Generals and to support the peace efforts." This information about the substantial financial support from the leftist bourgeois-pacifist camp, apparently intended for the agitational preparation of the planned mass strikes was entrusted by Privy Richard Witting, Chairman of the Board of the Darmstadt and National Bank, a leading leftist-pacifist of the wartime, [6] on January 10th, 1918 during a conversation in Berlin to the like-minded Hans Peter Hanssen, a Reichstag deputy of the Danish minority. In 1924, this statement was made public by the Hanssen diaries published in Copenhagen. [7] In 1928 the socialist writer Arthur Holitscher described the political activities of the »Bund Neues Vaterland" (BNV, New Fatherland Alliance), founded in November 1914 and influenced by Witting among others, being himself one of its members. [8] He characterized this grouping - exaggerating considerably - acting "in the spirit of the Independent Socialist Party [USPD]" and consisting "almost exclusively of bourgeois leftist-pacifist intellectuals, as constituting "the bourgeois-socialist headquarters of the coming Revolution [of November 1918]." [9] As early as 1926, the journalist Hellmut von Gerlach who worked also in this circle, pointed out that the BNV had published and distributed during the war, together with the Spartacus group a critical report called Lichnowsky brochure written by the former German ambassador, Prince von Lichnowsky who had worked in London before the outbreak of the war, about the war-mongering policy of the Imperial Government. [10]
Relying on the information of Witting and Holitscher and without indicating additional sources, the National Archives archivist Hans Thimm a political rightist, summarized in 1932 as follows: the circle around Witting “was financially supporting the press and propaganda of the Independent Social Democrats, with very substantial amounts, as well as promoting the political strike in January 1918. Illegal literature was systematically disseminated from here." [11] Ever since, the remarkable fact of the cooperation of leftist bourgeois pacifist forces with the Socialist Left in the First World War and the extensive funding of the radical leftist anti-war pamphlets by bourgeois pacifists has drawn only scant attention from historical research, either in the inter-war period, or after World War II. Only the GDR historians Erwin Gülzow and Dieter Fricke have taken this issue at heart, Gülzow 1969 in an unreleased extensive dissertation, Fricke 1983 in a handbook contribution, both improving on Thimm only marginally on knowledge and depth of source material about the financiers of the pamphlet agitation. [12]
Meanwhile, newly developed archival sources allow a more detailed presentation of the financing of the Spartakus pamphlets as well as the cooperation of the leftist forces, though not all details can be verified. Thanks to the notes of the leader of the Spartacus group Leo Jogiches about the receipts and expenditures of his illegal political work during 1917 and early 1918 [13] and other archival sources, two key players emerge, acting as the liaison between the Spartakus leadership and the leftist bourgeois camp as well as for the transfer of funds: the merchant and owner of a print factory Julius Gerson and the art- and cultural historian, writer and art collector Eduard Fuchs, both from Berlin.
 
The donation collector Julius Gerson
 
Julius Gerson, born July 28th, 1868, was, together with his brother Martin owner of the Pittius stone printing factory in Berlin, Köpenicker Street 110. The families lived on two adjacent properties in the elegant residential area Berlin-Dahlem. Their houses were used - as were the "salons" in the homes of other well-to-do pacifists - as meeting places for personalities ranging from the left leaning bourgeoisie to the left wing of the Social Democratic Party, either for social events or on the occasion of official meetings of the BNV. Julius Gerson belonged to that type of wealthy business man, who fully supported the republican and social objectives of Social Democracy, not only since 1898 as an SPD member (from 1917 USPD), but also as a generous donor to both party and needy colleagues and comrades. The Political Police registered his friendly contacts with the left-wing Social Democrats party leader Hugo Haase, the Reichstag deputy Wilhelm Dittmann and the well-known party- and literary historian Franz Mehring, [14] all apparently guests in his house, as were Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxemburg. [15]
It was probably Julius Gerson, who in the first year of the war provided the long-time comrade of Rosa Luxemburg, Leo Jogiches, being cut from the income of his family fortune in Vilnius, with an employment and income opportunity in the Pittius printing office. [16] On mediation by Luise Kautsky, Karl Kautskys wife, Julius and Martin Gerson granted humanitarian assistance to the Duncker family: Käte Duncker, who together with Leo Jogiches had lead the Spartakus illegal activities - with some interruptions - since August 1916, and occasionally represented this circle officially to the outside, was overburdened by her household, the education of her three children, and her intense political activity – up to the breaking point for her health. To offer her a little rest and to give her children better food, Karl, the then 13-year-old son of Hermann and Käte Duncker, and later his 7-year old brother Wolfgang temporarily lived at the Gersons. [17] On this occasion in early October 1916, Käte Duncker got personally acquainted with the Gerson and immediately felt sympathy: "They are completely on our turf, are nice, educated people." [18]
In the subsequent period, these contacts became more intense and intimate, even between Gerson and Hermann Duncker after his return from the front at the end of 1917. It lasted at least until 1919, while the letters of the Dunckers - for conspiratorial reasons – didn’t include any information about the involvement of Julius Gerson in the illegal printing of the pamphlets.[19] One can however assume that the conversations of the couples were about the illegal Spartakus work and its financial support from the leftist pacifists. Most likely there have been direct contacts between Julius Gerson and Leo Jogiches on the occasion of the money transfers, since in Jogiches notes Julius Gerson appears as "Jul." or even (on 18.2.1918) as "J." in connection with the following payments [20] :
·       500 marks on 8.12.1917,
·       500 marks on 14.1.1918 »(à conto Ly [Lichnowsky brochure])"
·       800 Mark "(à conto Flbl. [Flugblatt - pamphlet])" on 24.1.1918, 
·       615 Mark "(of which 500, - for the remaining Ly, 115 -- Supplement) "on 31.1.1918,
·       900 Marks »(800. - Matr + 100. - collected)« on 2.2.1918,
·       1500 Marks »1000 (+ 500. T.)" on 18.2.1918,
which totals 4815 Marks, of which 1000 Marks were intended for the Lichnowsky brochure. Once, in October 1917, an amount of 500 Marks went to "J.", possibly for the "Account G [Gerson?]”, which appears a few times in Jogiches' notes. It is striking that the funds from Julius Gerson are transferred to Jogiches just in time for the mass strike on 28 January to 5 February 1918, which is consistent with the quoted statement by Witting in January 1918 about the funds gathered by the leftist bourgeois pacifists. How strongly Gerson was involved in the logistics of the strike movement of January / February 1918, is shown in a letter from Berlin to Kurt Eisner in Munich in which an answer is requested to be sent to the telegraphic address »Pittius cand Berlin", concerning the local participation in the strike. [21] Gerson was suspected by the political police as "donor, respectively “Hintermann” [man behind the scene] for the distribution of the Lichnowsky brochure [22], was imprisoned for a few days [23], but was acquitted in a court martial on February 11th, 1918.[24]
With the arrest of Leo Jogiches on March 24th, 1918 Gerson’s connection to that leading member of Spartakus had ended, but his relationship with the leadership of the group which included both Dunckers in 1918, was to continue. In the correspondence of the couple Duncker in July and August 1918, amounts of 100 and 300 Mark are mentioned, having come from "Julius", probably for political purposes, but perhaps also to support the Dunckers, [25] who after the war maintained their connection with Gerson. [26] All these facts confirm the significant involvement of Julius Gerson in the illegal activities of the Spartacus group.
Arthur Holitscher describes the "brothers G [erson]" or "G" [Julius Gerson] as active members and generous donors of the "New Fatherland Alliance" BNV. [27] Julius Gerson’s villa in Berlin-Dahlem often served the leading BNV members as meeting place. Together with the former secretary of the BNV Lilli Jannasch and her successor Elsbeth Bruck, both still active - despite a ban on political activity by the political police, Gerson was playing a key role in the manufacture and distribution of the Lichnowsky brochure. [28] After the war in the 1920ies, the brothers Gerson belonged to the Board of the "German League for Human Rights", the successor organization of the BNV. In 1933; Julius Gerson could in time escape the racist persecution in Germany by emigrating to France. There in 1942 he was ordered to present himself at the police station of Nice and has never returned to his family. Most likely, he was deported to an extermination camp and became a victim of the Holocaust. [29]
 
The donation collector Eduard Fuchs
 
Born January 31st, 1870 in Göppingen, Eduard Fuchs grew up in Stuttgart, and - never relinquishing his native Swabian dialect, [30] was an utterly atypical personality of Social Democracy. After participating in anarchist circles, he joined the SPD (1917 USPD, 1919 KPD) at the end of the 1880ies- and helped during the Socialist Law with the illegal dissemination of SPD writings. From 1890 in Munich, he quickly established himself as culturally progressive, experimental and politically clearly left leaning editor of the satirical magazine “Süddeutscher Postillon” and the “Munich Post”. Satirical content in words and pictures was his specialty. Having moved to Berlin in 1900, he was able to prove his artistic flair and commitment, coupled with great organizational skills, in the years 1901 to 1907, as the Festschrift editor of Social Democracy - especially those published by the Forwärts-Verlag on the occasion of May 1st. At party meeting during this time, he defended his understanding of modern art. After he was progressively driven out of editing the Festschrifts, he dedicated himself more and more to the publication of cultural and art history books, mainly collections of cartoons, as well as several works on the History of Ethics which soon led him to prosperity. His apartment and, from 1921 his Mies van der Rohe-designed house in the wealthy suburb of Berlin-Zehlendorf contained many art treasures, and especially the largest private collection of prints by the French artist Honoré Daumier. [31]
Fuchs all but disappeared from party politics since 1908, but participated during the pre-war period in humanitarian associations and activities with his customary verve. Immediately after the war began, he was a member of the board of the Relief Committee for Russian civilians and prisoners of war in Germany and even received for this humanitarian commitment a civil service medal. As in the pre-war years, this self-taught art expert and highly educated and agile journalist was - during the First World War a constant guest both of artistic circles and of the salons of the leftist educated bourgeoisie. He was also a welcome guest at the meetings of more private nature of leftist Social Democrats. There he impressed his interlocutor and partner with his strong commitment to socialist ideas, as well as with his remarks on art and aesthetics. [32]
Even though he hardly seemed to attend party meetings in the pre-war years and during the war period, Fuchs maintained his contacts with the leading leftist and radical leftist socialists in small informal groups. A close friendship linked him with him Franz Mehring, who asked him to handle his intellectual estate. [33]
He was in relation with the Duncker couple and Karl Liebknecht with his wife Sophie, just like he kept contact with Rosa Luxemburg and the young Forwärts editor Ernst Meyer, also one of the Spartakus leaders. [34] 
Fuchs was probably the one who employed Leo Jogiches since the second year of war as a "private secretary and literary assistant to a cultural work" until his arrest. [35] Fuchs was therefore part of the close circle around Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, called Spartakus from 1916 on, and served them several times as messenger domestically and abroad. In his capacity as well-known, internationally active art collectors, and especially as a leading member of the Relief Committee for Russian civilians and prisoners of war in Germany, he had no difficulties during the war to travel to neutral countries, such as to Switzerland 1915 and early 1917 and to Sweden in late 1917. He then got consistently into contact - most likely on the orders of the Spartakus leadership – with leftist Social Democrats, also with Radek and the Bolschewiki, and participated beginning of September 1917 in the III. Zimmerwald Conference in Stockholm. [36] As his work as an art collector and writer and his humanitarian efforts constituted a good camouflage for the many trips and meetings at home and abroad, he avoided getting into the crosshair of the political police during the war period, especially since he obviously executed his political orders with great secrecy. [37]
His most famous mission for the Spartakus leadership took place in the revolutionary period at the end of December 1918, when he travelled to Moscow with verbal messages of the Spartakus leadership and a letter from Rosa Luxemburg to Lenin. [38]
As a member of the "New Fatherland Alliance" he participated in discussions both at its formal meetings [39] as well as during informal talks with various leading party members. [40] In the early summer of 1915, Fuchs visited - on behalf of the BNV - the French writer and pacifist Romain Rolland in Geneva, [41] where he most likely also initiated contacts with Swiss Socialists and Russian comrades. In the BNV he was seen as the liaison man for the Luxemburg-Liebknecht group. [42] As early as 1915, he acted as a money collector for them, by successfully requesting financial support from the BNV member and rich SPD comrade Hugo Simon for the publication of the Liebknecht leaflet “The major Enemy is in our own Country!” [43]. Jogiches notebook entries confirm that Eduard Fuchs has continuously collected considerable amounts of donations for the anti-war agitation of the Spartacus group from leftist bourgeois pacifists based on the deposits of "Ed." or "E." from March 1917 to March 1918:
·  200 Mark in March 1917 (no specific date),
·  100 marks on 12.5.1917 with the addendum "(April)," 
·  50 marks on 27.5.1917,
·  100 marks on 5.6.1917,
·  100 marks on 25.6.1917,
·  250 Mark with the addition of "(Account of G.)" in June 1917 (no specific date),
·  48 Mark with the addition of "(Rest)" in September 1917 (no specific date),
·  1 500 Mark on 17.10.1917,
·  500 marks on 5.11.1917,
·  270 Mark with the addition of "(7)" [Spartakus Letter No. 7] on 10.11.1917,
·  600 Mark with the words "(for Br 100 [Lichnowsky brochure?])" On 8.12.1917,
·  150 Mark with the words "for Br" in December 1917 (undated, but listed between entries of this month)
·  1 500 Mark on 4.1.1918,
·  1 500 Mark with the addition of "(extra)" on 25.1.1918,
·  1 000 Mark on 5.3.1918.
Unclear is the importance of the entry on 2.2.1918 »Ed. - 1000 -- (for February)", because the minus sign normally means that the amount has been paid by Jogiches to Eduard Fuchs, the note "(for Feb.)" suggests however a regular deposit, as in previous months.
Overall, from March 1917 to March 1918 Eduard Fuchs has collected a total of 7868 or 8868 Mark (when including the 1000 Mark on 2.2.1918) for the anti-war agitation, of which 750 marks were intended for the Lichnowsky brochure. As Julius Gerson, he also received money from the Jogiches fund, probably - in some isolated cases - to organize the printing of pamphlets, namely 150 marks on 9.6.1917 and 205 marks on 6.1.1918. For the latter item it is clear that the addition "(8)" means that the amount was intended for the printing of the No. 8, January 1918 Spartakus letter. [44]
Fuchs also received 200 Mark per month for Rosa Luxembourg during her imprisonment (for the maintenance of the Berlin apartment and extra food for Mathilde Jacob). Here, Fuchs could obviously rely on regular donations from Tilla Durieux, the famous actress and wife of art dealer Paul Cassirer. [45] These amounts, however, do not figure in the notebook of Jogiches who noted only the occasional payments to Mathilde Jacob on the occasion of her prison visits to Rosa Luxemburg.
The funds collected by Julius Gerson and Eduard Fuchs for illegal anti-war agitation totalled 13 683 Marks. Further payments totalling 1 640,60 Mark probably came from the unidentified "Ottoni" source and 500 marks from the "Account G." in July 1917 also from pacifist circles, so that the leftist bourgeoisie donated a total of 15 823,60 Mark for the production of illegal pamphlets by the Spartacus group. From this amount, 1 750 Mark was intended for the Lichnowsky brochure.
Furthermore, even worker circles were able to donate between March 1917 and March 1918 in Berlin and the rest of the Reich the considerable sum of about 6 160 Mark for the Spartakus agitation. When comparing the two amounts it becomes clear, however, that the Spartakus group may never have succeeded producing their pamphlets on the actual scale without the enormous financial support from the BNV. On the other hand the goal of the leftist bourgeois pacifists-circles, namely "fighting the Generals" as well as "supporting the peace efforts" [46] could never have been effectively realized without the Spartacus group, as the pacifists did not have their own efficient apparatus for the production and distribution of pamphlets. The special merit of Eduard Fuchs is that he and Julius Gerson - in constant close contact with the Spartakus leader Leo Jogiches – had continuously, or at least covering the period from March 1917 to March 1918 in accordance with the notebook of Jogiches, and increasingly during the January 1918 strike, assured to a large extent the financial basis for the production of Spartakus pamphlets. Because of the lack of appropriate sources, this important contribution of Eduard Fuchs for the anti-war work of the Spartakus group and the pacifist circle around Richard Witting has neither been mentioned in the detailed biography of Eduard Fuchs by Ulrich Weitz nor in other relevant publications. [47]
After the arrest of Jogiches at the end of March 1918 Fuchs could be persuaded beginning April 1918 by the principal assistant to the Spartakus leadership Mathilde Jacob, to continue participating in illegal political work. [48] The sources, however, are not sure as to whether he continued collection donations as before. In any case, he continued working in the months before the November Revolution and in the days of the Revolution with the Spartakus leadership and participated in the political and organizational work. Examples include the reception of the amnestied Karl Liebknecht at the end of October 1918 in the Russian embassy as well as the - for technical reasons - failed attempt, to transport Rosa Luxemburg in an army truck to Berlin after her release from prison in Breslau on November, 8/9th 1918. [49] After returning from his mission in Moscow in early 1919, Fuchs worked for some time for the western European offices of the COMINTERN, belonged - along with several leftist bourgeois members of the BNV (from 1922 named German League for Human Rights) - to the Board of his 1923 co-founded “Society of the Friends of the new Russia”, was instrumental in the founding of the Institute for Social Research in Frankfurt am Main and - in connection with it - building a social science archive in Berlin. Of the planned publication of the complete works of Franz Mehring, he could realize only six of twelve volumes in the years 1929 to 1933, in addition to his Karl Marx biography. This is just a part of his diverse political, journalistic and humanitarian activities, which he continued, after he left the KPD in 1928 and joined the KPO (Communist Party Opposition). To escape as a socialist Jew the repressive measures of the Nazis, he fled in 1933 via Switzerland to Paris. There, he died a few days before his 70th Birthday on Jan 26th, 1940. [50]
 
 
The further cooperation after the January 1918 strike
 
Even after the end of the ammunition workers strike on February 5th, 1918, money donations from pacifist circles reached Jogiches, namely "J. 1000, - (+ 500 T.)" on February 18th, 1918 of and on March 5th from "Ed. 1000 ". It seems that the pragmatic Spartakus leader Jogiches as well as the leftist bourgeois donors wanted the financial base secured for an intense pamphlet action in the event of a renewed revival of mass agitation. [51] But the arrest of Jogiches and his group of helpers at the end of March and the subsequent extensive investigations by law enforcement authorities paralyzed the entire propaganda apparatus of the Spartacus group. A successor for Jogiches was found only beginning May 1918, in the person of Charles Schulz, a worker’s secretary who had deserted as a soldier. The discovery and destruction of the Spartakus printing shop in June 1918, the arrest of Schulz along with two helpers in the middle of August 1918 and the seizure of the Spartakus contact lists all but prevented the reconstruction of an effective manufacturing and distribution organization until early October 1918.[52] Therefore it is unlikely that after the arrest of Jogiches larger sums of money from pacifist circles were transmitted to the Spartakus group. Furthermore from the end of April 1918 the newly installed Russian Bolshevik Embassy in Berlin was available as another generous donor. But even this source of funds was little used due to the desolate state of the Spartakus organization and consequent lack of opportunities for political pamphlets, as the Russian Ambassador Joffe repeatedly had to report to Moscow. [53]
When in early 1916 the "New Fatherland Alliance" - created in November 1914 - was forbidden any activity by the military authorities, discussions still took place - mostly in the context of private meetings in the "salons" of the wealthy pacifists. However, in the leftist pacifist circles, indecision and timidity was on the rise, when, for instance a solidarity address for Karl Liebknecht and for the first propagator of the Lichnowsky brochure, the imprisoned Captain von Beerfelden, as proposed by Hugo Simon, were rejected by the group. [54] Under the influence of Witting the BNV was - by the end of 1917 more action-ready. [55] But a series of repressive measures by the authorities in the early months of 1918 had a strongly intimidating effect on the left-leaning bourgeois pacifists: the court martial on February 11th 1918 against Julius Gerson (even if it ended in an acquittal), the month-long detention of Jogiches and his helpers, the start of an investigation against the Prince von Lichnowsky and his interrogation at the end of March 1918, as well as reproaches against Witting by the Board of the National Bank followed with attacks from the Conservatives in the Main Committee of the Reichstag against him. [56] Witting, who until the January 1918 strike had assumed a dominant and forceful role in the internal BNV circle, was now retiring from the active pacifist work. [57]
Nonetheless - after the arrest of Jogiches - contacts between the people of the two leading political groups continued. With Susanne Leonhard, a person from the leftist pacifist camp was incorporated into the Spartakus leadership in the summer of 1918, to whom even the contact lists of supporters were entrusted. [58] The young mathematics student, born 1895, had founded a "Free Student Group" at the Göttingen University where she had distributed the Spartakus pamphlets. In July 1918 her name was on the list of speakers of the German Peace Society. After changing to the Berlin University in the spring or summer of 1918, she had come into contact - probably through members of the Berlin BNV-circle - with the Spartacus group. [59]
In the months before the Revolution, the relations between members of the Spartacus group and some BVN members deteriorated. In private meetings where, among others, Hermann Duncker, Fuchs, the Gersons as well as Russian socialists were present, highly controversial debates erupted about the Bolschewik politics. [60] Fuchs repeatedly defended the Russian comrades in encounters with Hugo Simon and prophesied the upcoming Coup d’Etat in Germany under the leadership of Karl Liebknecht. [61] Simon and a considerable part of the inner BNV circle rejected the Bolshevik policy, especially an implementation of the socialist objectives in Germany. [62] As Holitscher observed: "The radicalism of the Russian example was threatening on the eastern horizon, socialization, and the relinquishing of bourgeois prosperity aroused fear and resistance."[63]
For the months before the November revolution in 1918, a similarly intense collaboration between the Spartakus group and the BNV-circle as in the preparation and implementation of the ammunition workers strike could not be recreated - in spite of the continuing contacts. In the preparations for an uprising, organized by the "Revolutionary Ombudsmen," along with various representatives of the left USPD and - as of end October 1918 - with the participation of members of the Spartakus leadership, the leftist bourgeois pacifists were not involved at all. There were however, in the 1920ies several occasions when communists, socialists and leftist bourgeois cooperated in individual civil and political associations and humanitarian ventures. But the quasi-revolutionary coalition between radical socialists and the pacifist leftist bourgeoisie in the last year of the First World War with the objective of organizing a mass strike in favour of peace and democracy, remained a unique episode.
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